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I Don’t Warna Grow Up
“...I believe in these young boys, ever-scrutinized within undefined spaces, each of them
embodying the impossibility of innocence lost. We consider spaces that loom so large, yet
easily become forgotten.” - Abeline Cohen
Fourteen-Nineteen presents the culmination of a years’ worth of transatlantic dialogue for the first
book of photographs by artist Sean Vegezzi (1990). On 28th September 2012 the book was released
at The Hole Shop 312 Bowery and on 14th December a signing took place at BAZAR in Los Angeles.
Starting in 2000 Vegezzi began documenting his explorations in New York City. Vegezzi and his
companions traversed unused but guarded spaces of the city. Wandering through abandoned subway
tunnels, constructions sites, alleyways, rooftops and other spaces of abject industrial insignificance,
Vegezzi struck out for the liminal and in between spaces of his environment.
Vegezzi’s photographs both document this experience and immortalize the adventurous spirit of
adolescence. I Don’t Warna Grow Up could be a mantra for his subjects who are mostly wandering
boys on a search for the sake of searching. There is a restlessness to Vegezzi’s images, a seemingly
insatiable desire to rearrange the city before them, contrasted to the unfulfilled spaces they find. New
York City is a vast network of boundaries both physical and socio-economic, but the magic of youth is
found in the lack of reverence for those boundaries.
In one of Vegezzi’s most iconic images, a lone figure stands in the middle of an enormous
underground construction site. It appears to be a project of epic scale. Construction equipment and
material litter the site as the lone figure stands in the glow of high-powered work lamps. Vegezzi’s
figure stands here in wonder. He is a portrait of defiance; curious and unafraid. He is alone, in his own
space, underneath the entire world.
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fourteen-nineteen is a collaborative non profit project co-founded (in 2009) by Alex F. Webb & Lewis Chaplin. Through
their publications, online gallery, exhibitions and other projects they provide a sincere, engaging platform for interacting with
the next generation of torchbearers for contemporary photography.
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